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Consider why we look to use active engagement strategies in our teaching.

Know a range of active engagement strategies that you could use within your teaching.

Reflect on your class(es), your current practice, and how to incorporate strategies in your teaching.

Engage in a dialogue with colleagues about active engagement in your lessons.
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Our Aims for Today



Active Engagement

Pros:

• Pupils are more likely to transfer learning into their long-term memory if they are 
‘doing’ or there is a memorable ‘hook’.

• Helps to promote a love of learning by activities that allow students to actively 
participate and feel a sense of achievement.

• Foster positive relationships by planning learning activities that excite and motivate 
pupils.

Cons:

• Cautious of a retaining a focus on what is being learnt rather than what is being done.
• Potentially very time consuming.
• Can offer more ‘freedom’ – some students may struggle with this.



Wider 

Reading

Talk-less Teaching
Isabella Wallace and Leah Kirkham

The Teacher’s Toolkit
Paul Ginnis

Making Every Lesson Count
Shaun Allison and Andy Tharby



Mini - whiteboards



Mini - whiteboards
Why I like it...

• Gets every student actively 
involved

• Check students' understanding in 
a 'low stakes' way.

• Ideal as a starter, plenary, mini-
plenary or part of a guided 
learning activity with 
teacher modelling and 
explanation.

Important to consider...

• Set up routines and be explicit in your 
expectations in how you want students to 
engage (logistically and with regards to the 
learning).

• Spare pens

• Have a clear way in which you expect the 
class to show you their work. Countdown or 
non-verbal signal. Reinforce until it's habit.

In the chat...
• One way you have already used whiteboards in your lesson
• How you might improve using whiteboards moving forwards
• One way you might use whiteboards in a lesson in the next week.



Silent Debate



Silent Debate
Why I like it...

• Gets every student actively 
involved

• Check students' understanding in 
a 'low stakes' way.

• Fosters a calm, safe and 
purposeful environment.

• You can keep the 'debate' 
resources as reminders and come 
back to them.

Important to consider...

• Groupings

• Different colour pens

• What resources you might use (wipeable 
boards, paper tablecloths, flip chart paper, 
etc.)

• Explicit modelling of how you expect 
students' to engage.

• Exploding quotations
• Big questions
• Predictions
• Revision

• Exam style questions
• Could use with images or a video being played 

on an ipad? EYFS and KS1 use colours or faces 
to respond perhaps?



Silent Debate
• Choose a colour from the box.
• You will have 3 minutes at each station to read the statement 

and any comments that others have added.
• Respond to the statement and any other responses with your 

own ideas.
• You can add your own questions, ideas or supporting 

quotations.



Teach Me, Tell Me



Teach Me, Tell Me
Why I like it...

• Gets every student actively 
involved

• Physical movement in the 
classroom.

• Structured oracy, turn taking 
activity.

• Builds students' confidence with 
new or tricky content.

Important to consider...

• Be explicit in how you want students to 
behave - 'what good looks like' etc.

• Scaffolded resources (that can be re-used 
and tweaked once established).

• Use in conjunction with a pre and post quiz 
to celebrate progress of students.

• Consider when or which classes would be 
best to try this with.

• Learning new, subject specific terminology.
• Learning new content with a question-and-answer style.
• Learning quotations, and key information about them.







New piece of information

Picture

Graph

Table of info

Student A rehearses 
explanation to other students 
based on their content.

Student A delivers explanation 
to student B. The asks a 
question (pre-prepared by you 
depending on context)

Student B responds. Student A 
either repeats the process if 
incorrect or Student B delivers 
their explanation and the cycle 
goes again.

When both students have been 
successful, they swap cards and 
move to new partners.



Quick off the Mark



Quick off the Mark
Why I like it...

• Physical movement in the classroom.

• Competitive element

• Shows up misconceptions

• Builds students' resilience, independence 
and team-work skills.

• Practice of recalling knowledge.

Important to consider...

• Be explicit in how you want students to 
behave - 'what good looks like' etc.

• Groupings

• Prepared resources.

• Consider what will happen when the 
winning team have completed the activity 
(extension, helpers, etc.)

• Consider when or which classes would be 
best to try this with.

• Revision
• Assessment of understanding half-way through a topic
• Key knowledge check



How could you use this in your class or setting?



Recall Relays



Recall Relays
Why I like it...

• Gets every student actively involved.

• Physical movement in the classroom

• Competitive element

• Shows up knowledge gaps / 
misconceptions

• Builds student relationships

• Practice of recalling knowledge.

Important to consider...

• Be explicit in how you want students to 
behave - 'what good looks like' etc.

• Groupings

• How will you set up the class – health and 
safety.

• Consider how you can use the content of 
what is created from the relay to move the 
learning forwards.

• Consider when or which classes would be 
best to try this with.

• Plenary / knowledge check / revision



Active 

Learning:

Primary 

Setting



Memory and Recall 
Tasks



1    Spaced Retrieval

2     Cops and Robbers

3     Bingo

4     Key words

5   4    3   2   1

Varied Tasks to support M & R



Use of Technology





Changing the 
environment





Investigations





Diamond 9



Changes to Law and Order during the Victorian Era



Use of visualisers
and screen 
mirroring





Reading Stamina
Scavenger Hunts





Consider why we look to use active engagement strategies in our teaching.

Know a range of active engagement strategies that you could use within your teaching.

Reflect on your class(es), your current practice, and how to incorporate strategies in your teaching.

Engage in a dialogue with colleagues about active engagement in your lessons.
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